[image: image1.jpg]




MEMORANDUM

DATE:
April 30, 2021
TO:
All Clergy, Religious, Seminarians, Principals, Religious Education Directors and Diocesan Staff
FROM:
Bishop Oscar A. Solis

WHAT:
Welcoming the “New Normal”; Updates and Events
 _______________________________________________________________________________________
Greetings of peace and love of the Risen Christ! Easter this year brings a much-needed injection of hope and joy as our nation slowly recovers from the devastating effects of the coronavirus pandemic. It is gratifying to see that our churches are coming back alive with more parishioners attending Holy Mass and other liturgical celebrations, especially the Holy Week and Easter Services with the presence of the congregation.

I am so pleased and grateful to God, to all our priests, deacons, religious, principals and teachers for helping our brothers and sisters keep up their faith in our loving God who never abandoned us and for maintaining our churches, offices, schools and other facilities safe. God has also blessed us with new full members of our Catholic faith through the Rite of Christian Initiation, parishes are starting to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Holy Communion, and students in our Catholic Schools continue to receive in-person instructions throughout the academic year. Thanks to our Superintendent, principals, teachers and school staff for their commitment to Catholic education and sacrifices as they carry out their responsibilities. 

We welcome the month of May with lots of hope and gladness as we welcome the “new normal.” However, let us be mindful that the danger to life, health, safety and well-being of our community must continue to be our utmost concern and remain vigilant in preventing the spread of the infections. Our diocesan safety and health guidelines or recommendations will be observed until further notice.  Please encourage our parishioners to get the Covid-19 vaccines to make our communities safer and so that we can return faster to our normal life. 

Finally, Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, asks us to continue to pray and express our love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. In his letter, he wants us “to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home and calls the faithful, families, and communities to recite it with him every day for the whole Marian month for an end to the pandemic. By contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary, our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial.” Please the rosary with your community.
As we continue to celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, let us not forget to seek his intercession. The Holy Father described Saint Joseph’s life as “so close to our own human experience. May we all learn from him to become obedient children of God, persevering in times of trials and difficulties, and most especially to be willing disciples of Christ ready to offer our life for the love of God and others.”

Prayerful wishes of God’s blessings and grateful appreciation for your collaboration! 
REMINDERS of IMPORTANT EVENTS and PARTICIPATION

Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker:
May 1, 2021 – Please check the attached resources below.
Permanent Deacon Council Meeting (in-person and zoom – Deacon Scott Dodge): May 6, 2021, from 4-5:30 p.m.
Presbyteral Council Meeting (zoom, c/o Fr. John Evans):
May 12, 2021 at 2:00 pm

Clergy Spring Convocation, Jubilarians Luncheon and Talk (Bishop Shelton Fabre, Diocese of Houma Thibodaux):    May 14, 2021 at 12:00 – 4:00 pm, St. Vincent De Paul Church


Diaconate (Transitional) Ordination of Seminarian Tristan Dillon: May 14, 2021 at 5:30 pm, Cathedral of the Madeleine. Please bring your Alb and white stole. 

May Crowning. Santacruzan, Mass (Filipino Community:
May 15, 2021 at 5 p.m. Cathedral.

Catholic Foundation of Utah Meeting (zoom / in-person): Tuesday, May 18, 2021 at 2 p.m.
Diocesan Liturgical Commission Meeting (zoom / in-person): May 19, 2021 at 4:00 pm  

Baccalaureate Mass –Cathedral of the Madeleine, 7 p.m.
St. Joseph C.H.S.  May 19;  Judge Memorial CHS May 20;  Juan Diego CHS  May 25 

Blessing of new Mother Cabrini Daycare Center:  May 21, 2021 at 7:00 pm,  St. Francis Xavier Parish, Kearns
PENTECOST SUNDAY – “Celebrating New Birth, Unity in Diversity”: May 23, 2021

Memorial Day Mass – May 31, 2021 at 9:00 am, Mount Calvary Cemetery (at 10:00 am at the Cathedral in case of inclement weather) 

MONTHLY THEMES FOR REFLECTION  –  YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH

INTRODUCTION

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis on December 8, 2020 declared a Year of Saint Joseph starting December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. He encourages all the faithful to develop a special devotion to Saint Joseph to honor his exemplary Christian virtues reflected in his simplicity of life, humility, firm faith, obedience to God’s will and courage. God has found a loving foster father for His Son Jesus and a worthy husband for Mary, the chosen Mother of our Savior. He is a great saint, a role model to emulate and imitate. 

On April 25, 2021, Pope Francis offered a powerful message linking God’s call to holiness in one’s vocation to the powerful example provided by Saint Joseph. The Holy Father described Saint Joseph’s life as “so close to our own human experience,” and observed that “the Lord desires to shape the hearts of fathers and mothers: hearts that are open, capable of great initiatives, generous in self-giving, compassionate in comforting anxieties and steadfast in strengthening hopes.” As clergy, we have many opportunities to bring this message of hope to the faithful. To assist you in promoting the devotion to Saint Joseph, we have compiled a list of resources for composing brief reflections for use in your parish during monthly times of Benediction/ Adoration. Thank you for all your efforts in celebrating the Year of Saint Joseph with our parish communities and missions. May we all learn from him to become obedient children of God and willing disciples of Christ. 
APRIL

ST. JOSEPH, GOD’S FAITHFUL DISCIPLE

“Fidelity to God’s Mission”

https://yearofstjoseph.org/resources/virtues-of-st-joseph/
“Fidelity connotes steadfastness. In the vicissitudes of life, one needs steadfast love, that is, fidelity, when encountering confusion, suffering, and failure. The image of Joseph finding a place in which the Child could be born was his movement in all of life. Failure simply meant one went on in fidelity and found by failure what God had intended for the fruitfulness of His will.” 

“Now at the beginning of this pilgrimage, the faith of Mary meets the faith of Joseph. If Elizabeth said of the Redeemer's Mother, "blessed is she who believed," in a certain sense this blessedness can be referred to Joseph as well, since he responded positively to the word of God when it was communicated to him at the decisive moment. While it is true that Joseph did not respond to the angel's "announcement" in the same way as Mary, he "did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took his wife." What he did is the clearest "obedience of faith" (cf. Rom 1:5; 16:26; 2 Cor 10:5-6).

 

Redemptoris Custos - On the person and mission of St. Joseph  (Pope John Paul II)

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_15081989_redemptoris-custos.html
“Joseph is visited by the messenger as ‘Mary's spouse,’ as the one who in due time must give this name to the Son to be born of the Virgin of Nazareth who is married to him. It is to Joseph, then, that the messenger turns, entrusting to him the responsibilities of an earthly father with regard to Mary's Son.”
MAY 1

ST. JOSEPH, THE CARPENTER 

“Model of Workers”

Work as an Expression of Love

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/document/redemptoris-custos-on-the-person-and-mission-of-st-joseph-668
22. Work was the daily expression of love in the life of the Family of Nazareth. The Gospel specifies the kind of work Joseph did in order to support his family: he was a carpenter. This simple word sums up Joseph's entire life. For Jesus, these were hidden years, the years to which Luke refers after recounting the episode that occurred in the Temple: "And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them" (Lk 2:51). This "submission" or obedience of Jesus in the house of Nazareth should be understood as a sharing in the work of Joseph. Having learned the work of his presumed father, he was known as "the carpenter's son."

The Church has emphasized this by instituting the liturgical memorial of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1. Human work, and especially manual labor, receive special prominence in the Gospel. Along with the humanity of the Son of God, work too has been taken up in the mystery of the Incarnation, and has also been redeemed in a special way. At the workbench where he plied his trade together with Jesus, Joseph brought human work closer to the mystery of the Redemption.in a sense, more human."(34) 

23. "Work is a human good" which "transforms nature" and makes man The importance of work in human life demands that its meaning be known and assimilated in order to "help all people to come closer to God, the Creator and Redeemer, to participate in his salvific plan for man and the world, and to deepen...friendship with Christ in their lives, by accepting, through faith, a living participation in his threefold mission as Priest, Prophet and King."(35)

24. The importance of work in human life demands that its meaning be known and assimilated in order to "help all people to come closer to God, the Creator and Redeemer, to participate in his salvific plan for man and the world, and to deepen...friendship with Christ in their lives, by accepting, through faith, a living participation in his threefold mission as Priest, Prophet and King."(35)

JUNE

ST. JOSEPH, THE MIGRANT (Flight Into Egypt)

“Patron of Migrants and Refugees”

Saint Joseph, Migrant Spouse and Father

https/www.thebostonpilot.com/opinion/article.asp?ID=189591  

"The Holy Family had to face concrete problems like every other family, like so many of our migrant brothers and sisters who, today too, risk their lives to escape misfortune and hunger. In this regard, I consider St. Joseph the special patron of all those forced to leave their native lands because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty." (Pope Francis, Patris Corde, No. 5)

“Contemplating the lives of many immigrant men who are part of my life, fathers and husbands, I grow in my appreciation of St. Joseph and what he could have said. He must have said goodbye to friends and relatives. He must have worried how he was going to support his family. He most likely learned a few words to get by in the language of the new land. He surely must have lost sleep thinking about the safety of his family in a society that treated them as foreigners.” (Hosffman Ospino) 

St Joseph, A Migrant,  St Chrysostom's Church News and Views  (wordpress.com)
“Joseph fled from political power to a land he didn’t know, taking strange and unfamiliar routes. They were forced to leave family, familiar ways and the land of their upbringing to seek safety for their child, and for themselves. Pray today for the persecuted Christians of the countries of the Middle East. Mary and Jesus Christ, himself, knew this experience, they knew the dangers and hopes of such a journeys.”
JULY

ST. JOSEPH, HEAD OF THE FAMILY (Lost and Finding of Jesus)

“Unity of Family”

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_15081989_redemptoris-custos.html

21. This bond of charity was the core of the Holy Family's life, first in the poverty of Bethlehem, then in their exile in Egypt, and later in the house of Nazareth. The Church deeply venerates this Family, and proposes it as the model of all families. Inserted directly in the mystery of the Incarnation, the Family of Nazareth has its own special mystery. And in this mystery, as in the Incarnation, one finds a true fatherhood: the human form of the family of the Son of God, a true human family, formed by the divine mystery. In this family, Joseph is the father: his fatherhood is not one that derives from begetting offspring; but neither is it an "apparent" or merely "substitute" fatherhood. Rather, it is one that fully shares in authentic human fatherhood and the mission of a father in the family. This is a consequence of the hypostatic union: humanity taken up into the unity of the Divine Person of the Word-Son, Jesus Christ. Together with human nature, all that is human, and especially the family - as the first dimension of man's existence in the world - is also taken up in Christ. Within this context, Joseph's human fatherhood was also "taken up" in the mystery of Christ's Incarnation. 
AUGUST
ST. JOSEPH, THE JUST MAN

“God’s Justice in the World”

https://www.english.op.org/godzdogz/joseph-the-just-man  

“Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s words.  “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that what he learned from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world where psychological, verbal and physical violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man. Even though he does not understand the bigger picture, he makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her dignity and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God helped him by enlightening his judgment”. (Pope Francis: Patris Corde, #4)
 


SEPTEMBER
ST. JOSEPH AND THE DIGNITY OF WORK

“Man as God’s Co-Creator / Laborer” 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers
“The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation.” (USCCB) 

“The Church considers it her task always to call attention to the dignity and rights of those who work, to condemn situations in which that dignity and those rights are violated, and to help to guide [social] changes so as to ensure authentic progress by man and society.”(Pope John Paul II Laborem Exercens)
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
The crisis of our time, which is economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new “normal” from which no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects so many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, should serve as a summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, no person at all, no family should be without work! (Pope Francis, Patris Corde, No.6)

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
 “We were created with a vocation to work. The goal should not be that technological progress increasingly replace human work, for this would be detrimental to humanity. Work is a necessity, part of the meaning of life on this earth, a path to growth, human development and personal fulfilment. Helping the poor financially must always be a provisional solution in the face of pressing needs. The broader objective should always be to allow them a dignified life through work.“ (Pope Francis Laudato Sí, No. 128)

Catechism of the Catholic Church

306 God is the sovereign master of his plan. But to carry it out he also makes use of his creatures' co-operation. This use is not a sign of weakness, but rather a token of almighty God's greatness and goodness. For God grants his creatures not only their existence, but also the dignity of acting on their own, of being causes and principles for each other, and thus of co-operating in the accomplishment of his plan.

307 To human beings God even gives the power of freely sharing in his providence by entrusting them with the responsibility of "subduing" the earth and having dominion over it….168 for their own good and that of their neighbors. They then fully become "God's fellow workers" and co-workers for his kingdom.170

OCTOBER 
ST. JOSEPH, PATRON SAINT OF THE UNBORN    

“Sanctity and Dignity of Life” (Respect Life Sunday)

2020-2021 Respect Life Materials | USCCB Respect Life
How much the family of today can learn from this! "The essence and role of the family are in the final analysis specified by love. Hence the family has the mission to guard, reveal and communicate love, and this is a living reflection of and a real sharing in God's love for humanity and the love of Christ the Lord for the Church his bride."(18) This being the case, it is in the Holy Family, the original "Church in miniature (Ecclesia domestica),"(19) that every Christian family must be reflected. "Through God's mysterious design, it was in that family that the Son of God spent long years of a hidden life. It is therefore the prototype and example for all Christian families."(20) (Pope St. John Paul II ,Redemptoris Custos)

NOVEMBER

ST. JOSEPH, THE DREAMER

“Hope of A Better World”

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_15081989_redemptoris-custos.html
In recalling that "the beginnings of our redemption" were entrusted "to the faithful care of Joseph,"(23) the Liturgy specifies that "God placed him at the head of his family, as a faithful and prudent servant, so that with fatherly care he might watch over his only begotten Son."(24) Leo XIII emphasized the sublime nature of this mission: "He among all stands out in his august dignity, since by divine disposition he was guardian, and according to human opinion, father of God's Son. Whence it followed that the Word of God was subjected to Joseph, he obeyed him and rendered to him that honor and reverence that children owe to their father."(25) Besides fatherly authority over Jesus, God also gave Joseph a share in the corresponding love, the love that has its origin in the Father "from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named" (Eph 3:15).

The Gospels clearly describe the fatherly responsibility of Joseph toward Jesus. For salvation-which comes through the humanity of Jesus-is realized in actions which are an everyday part of family life, in keeping with that "condescension" which is inherent in the economy of the Incarnation. 
  

DECEMBER

ST. JOSEPH, FOSTER FATHER OF JESUS

“Bring Christ to the World”

 

8. St. Joseph was called by God to serve the person and mission of Jesus directly through the exercise of his fatherhood. It is precisely in this way that, as the Church's Liturgy teaches, he "cooperated in the fullness of time in the great mystery of salvation" and is truly a "minister of salvation."(21) His fatherhood is expressed concretely "in his having made his life a service, a sacrifice to the mystery of the Incarnation and to the redemptive mission connected with it; in having used the legal authority which was his over the Holy Family in order to make a total gift of self, of his life and work; in having turned his human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of self, an oblation of his heart and all his abilities into love placed at the service of the Messiah growing up in his house."(22) Pope St. John Paul II Redemptoris Custos)
ADDENDUM:  RESOURCES

1. Bearing Witness to Family Love- Pope Francis
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-12/a-special-year-to-bear-witness-to-family-love.html
 “A family that discovers and experiences both the joy of having a gift, and of being a gift for the Church and society, ‘can become a light in the darkness of the world’ (Amoris Laetitia,66).”
2. Family, the Domestic Church
 (Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life) “The pandemic experience has highlighted the central role of the family as the domestic Church, and has shown the importance of community ties between families.”   “Through the spiritual, pastoral, and cultural initiatives planned in the Year ‘Amoris Laetitia Family,’ Pope Francis intends to address all ecclesial communities throughout the world, exhorting each person to be a witness of family love.” 

3. The Future of Humanity Passes by Way of the Family

https://www.usccb.org/topics/marriage-and-family-life-ministries/follow-way-love 

(On the Family, no. 86). Saint John Paul II 

Year of the Family (1994) USCCB Follow the Way of Love

4. Families use Prayers, Actions, Stories and Symbols to Build the Faith at Home. 
https://www.sdcatholic.org/office-for/family-life-and-spirituality/family-spirituality/  Diocese of San Diego
5. Your Family as Domestic Church
https://www.archbalt.org/marriage-family-life/family-spirituality/ Archdiocese of Baltimore

 “... your journey as a family, you share so many beautiful moments: meals, rest, housework, leisure, prayer, trips and pilgrimages, and times of mutual support… Nevertheless, if there is no love then there is no joy, and authentic love comes to us from Jesus. He offers us his word, which illuminates our path; he gives us the Bread of life which sustains us on our journey.” Pope Francis
6. Family Resources

This Loyola Press website offers excellent links to a guide for praying as a family. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/family/ 

7. Saint Joseph: Our Father in Faith.

Frederick L. Miller Knights of Columbus booklet 

http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis328.pdf
Catholic Information Service Knights of Columbus Supreme Council PO Box 1971 New Haven CT 06521-1971 www.kofc.org/cis cis@kofc.org 203-752-4267 800-735-4605 fax Printed in the United States of America
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